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Eligibility
· Open to all horticultural and garden-related products not previously entered into the GINA Plant of the Year.
· Applications accepted from manufacturers, suppliers, or distributors with rights to the product or written authorisation from the owner (authorisation form provided in application pack). Note: Open only to GINA Members
· Product must be commercially available for sale within 6 months of the award announcement and must have been released with the last two years (from application date).
· Entries must include availability to NSW and ACT markets.

Award Objectives

This award recognises an outstanding product that demonstrates innovation, commercial viability, functionality, sustainability, and measurable value to the nursery and garden industry while contributing to improved industry standards, business performance, or customer outcomes.

Judging Criteria	 and Weighting

Commercial Potential and Market Demand
	
	Criteria
	Score 
(1-10)
	Comments

	1
	Demonstrated consumer demand and market appeal within retail garden centres, production nurseries or landscape markets
	
	

	2
	Commercial viability within NSW and ACT markets
	
	

	3
	Production scalability including propagation efficiency and supply chain readiness
	
	

	4
	Price positioning and retail market competitiveness
	
	

	5
	Evidence of retailer uptake, sales performance or customer demand
	
	

	Category Subtotal  
 
	/50
	



Innovation and Plant Development

	
	Criteria
	Score 
(1-10)
	Comments

	6
	Originality as a new cultivar, variety or species introduction
	
	

	7
	Unique plant traits including colour, compact growth habit, flowering, foliage, fragrance or fruiting
	
	

	8
	Improvements over existing plant varieties currently available in market
	
	

	9
	Breeding innovation including improved genetics, disease resistance or climate adaptability
	
	

	Category Total
 
	/40
	



Aesthetic and Consumer Appeal

	
	Criteria
	Score 
(1-10)
	Comments

	10
	Visual impact including colour vibrancy, flower quality, foliage presentation or unique appearance
	
	

	11
	Overall growth habit, form and presentation quality
	
	

	12
	Uniqueness compared with similar varieties currently available
	
	

	13
	Sensory appeal including fragrance, texture or seasonal interest
	
	

	Category Total
 
	/40
	



Performance and Environmental Resilience 
	
	Criteria
	Score 
(1-10)
	Comments

	14
	Performance consistency in nursery production and consumer garden environments
	
	

	15
	Tolerance to environmental conditions including drought, heat, humidity, frost or shade
	
	

	16
	Pest and disease resistance supported by trials or evidence
	
	

	17
	Reduced maintenance requirements including lower water, fertiliser or chemical inputs
	
	

	Category Total
 
	/40
	



Industry Value and Consumer Value

	
	Criteria
	Score 
(1-10)
	Comments

	18
	Value provided to growers, retailers, landscapers or home gardeners
	
	

	19
	Contribution toward improving garden performance, biodiversity or sustainable landscaping outcomes
	
	

	20
	Contribution toward improved profitability, customer satisfaction or product quality
	
	

	21
	Potential to improve customer satisfaction and long term market demand
	
	

	Category Total 
	/30
	



Evidence and Proven Results

	
	Criteria
	Score 
(1-10)
	Comments

	17
	Supporting evidence including trial data, retail uptake or production performance
	
	

	18
	Independent testing, grower feedback, customer testimonials or case studies
	
	

	19
	Quality of supporting documents, photography, marketing materials or breeder documentation
	
	

	Category Total 
	/30
	




Application Requirements

Applicants must submit:
· Completed application form including:
· Product description including features, functions, and intended use.
· Description of innovation or improvement over market alternatives.
· Evidence of commercial potential (sales data, retail uptake, marketing examples).
· Documentation of performance (test results, user feedback, testimonials).
· Sustainability claims supported by evidence.
· Photographic portfolio and optional short video (2–3 minutes) demonstrating the product in use.
· Pay application fee of $250 including GST

Award Benefits

· Official title of GINA Plant of the Year 2026.
· Featured promotion through GINA social media, website, newsletters, and Sydney Trade Day.
· Press release and media support package.
· Feature article in N&G News Magazine.
· Opportunity to showcase the product at key events and expos.
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